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Founded in 1991, Zulma is especially interested in contemporary literature from France 
and around the world. We continually seek the highest quality, in novels as well as short 
stories, and there’s nothing we like more than discovering new authors, new countries, new 
languages, and, above all, new voices. Publishing around twelve titles a year, we are totally 
committed to each one of our books. We follow our authors closely, partnering them as they 
build their œuvre; and we collaborate with leading literary translators, to ensure a 
faithful,quality representation of each foreign work we publish in France. Not forgetting 
our relations with French booksellers for the promotion of these works. 

 
Our authors include prestigious French and francophone writers such as Jean-Marie 

Blas de Roblès (Prix Médicis 2008), Hubert Haddad (Prix Renaudot poche), Pascal 
Garnier, Boubacar Boris Diop (Senegal) and Makenzy Orcel (Haiti). We also publish foreign 
authors who have gone on to find international success in translation: Auður Ava Ólafsdóttir 
(Iceland), Bergsveinn Birgisson (Iceland), Zoyâ Pirzâd (Iran), Benny Barbash (Israel), Hwang 
Sok-yong (South Korea) or Ricardo Piglia (Argentina) to name but a few. 

 
In May 2013, Zulma launched a new series: Z/a. This paperback series is devoted to great 

novels selected from our backlist as well as from other French publishers’ catalogues. 
Our goal? To discover, share or simply enjoy great literature from all over the world. With 
8 to 12 new titles each year, we propose quality literature at a paperback price. For our new 
series, we asked Zulma’s designer David Pearson to come up with a new look, inspired of 
course by our original covers. Zulma’s inimitable style and quality at an affordable price. 

 
Some of the authors on the Z/a list: Zoyâ Pirzâd (Iran), Gert Ledig (Germany), Ferenc 

Karinthy (Hungary), Leo Perutz (Austria), Dany Laferrière (Haïti), Jacques Roumain (Haïti), 
David Toscana (Mexico) and Georges-Olivier Châteaureynaud (France). 
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HUBERT HADDAD 

 
PREMIERES NEIGES SUR 

PONDICHERY 
FIRST SNOW OVER PONDICHERRY 

 
First Snow Over Pondicherry is the journey of a disenchanted 
soul who finds release from tragedy through the music of the 

whole world, and the sensory exuberance and inexorable 
beauty of India. 

 
When Israel’s celebrated violin virtuoso Hochea Meintzel accepts 
an invitation to a festival of carnatic music in the southern Indian 
city of Chennai, he leaves Jerusalem never to return. Wounded in 
a terrorist attack, Meintzel – the son of Jewish deportees – breaks 
away from Israeli society, choosing anonymity and ultimately, 
oblivion. 
 
At Chennai airport, the elderly maestro is met by Mutuswami, a 
young interpreter who is herself a musician, charged with 
escorting him around the city. Hochea Meintzel discovers the 
existence of the blue synagogue in Cochin, the last home of an 
ancient Jewish community, and with it the mirage of another 
Jerusalem at the crossroads of two centuries-old cultures. 
 
First Snow Over Pondicherry is a literary tour de force, immersing the 
reader in the extreme sensory experience of India – exuberant, 
shocking, heady – through the prism of a man who brings with 
him all the music of the world. A man who welcomes the beauties 
of India into the core of his being, through every sense – except 
the sense of sight. 

 
 

 
BY THE SAME AUTHOR: 

 
Mā, 2015 

Corps désirable, 2015 
Théorie de la vilaine petite fille, Zulma, 2014 

Le Peintre d’éventail, Zulma, 2013 
Opium Poppy, Zulma, 2011 

L’Univers, Zulma, 2009 
Palestine, Zulma, 2007 

…  

 
Hubert Haddad’s 
immense body of writing 
charts his unceasing 
exploration of the sources 
and resources of the 
imagination, underscored 
by a magnificently 
engaging exposé of his 
commitment to art and the 
life of the intellect. 
 

January'2017,'192'pages'
'
'
'
'
!
'

 
ALL RIGHTS AVAILABLE 
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MARCUS MALTE 
 

L E  G A RÇON 
 

THE  BOY  
 
 
 
THE BOY H AS NO  NAME. He doesn’t speak. A near-feral 
creature, born in a far-flung, arid region of southern France. All he 
knows of the world is his mother, and the countryside around their 
cabin. The year is 1908. As if by instinct, the boy sets out.  
So begin the trials of this world: the encounter with other people 
(the inhabitants of a remote hamlet); Brabek, Ogre of the 
Carpathians, a fairground wrestler and philosopher; Emma, 
vivacious and music-loving, at once sister, lover and mother. ‘It 
was a time when the boy began to glimpse snatches of what might 
very well (alas) be the stuff of life: ravages galore, and occasional, 
ravishing delights.’ Then the war, the abominable carnage, that 
paroxysm of human folly and what we are pleased to call 
civilisation.  
Le Garçon ('The Boy') is the journey of a newly-minted soul 
awakening to consciousness through chance and, sometimes, 
necessity, punctuated by the intrusions and upheavals of History, 
great and small. Unique, radical, funny, and profound, this is an 
immense, universal novel of the trials of life. 
 

August&2016&+&544&pages&

Prix%Femina%2016%

65%000%copies%sold%
Longlisted%for%the%Grand%Prix%du%
roman%de%l’Académie%française%

Longlisted%for%the%Prix%Wepler%

 
Marcus Malte (b.1967) is 
widely compared to the stars 
of hard-boiled American crime 
fiction: Jim Thompson, David 
Goodis, Harry Crews. Malte is 
the author of La Part des Chiens, 
Les Harmoniques and the multi-
award winning Garden of Love 
(winner of the 2008 French 
ELLE Grand Prix for crime 
fiction). 
 

 
OTHER BOOKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR 

 
Fannie et Freddie, Zulma, 2014 
Garden of Love, Zulma, 2007 

Grand Prix des lectrices de Elle,  
catégorie policier 

La part des chiens, Zulma, 2003 
And more information on demand. 

 
RIGHTS SOLD IN GREECE (OPERA) AND IN ITALY (FAZI) 

OFFER FOR ENGLISH WORLD RIGHTS 
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MARCUS MALTE 

 
FA NNIE  E T FRE DDIE 

 
AN D AN OT HER ST ORY  

 
From New York’s Jersey shore to the coast of south-east France, 
author Marcus Malte chronicles the grim aftermath of  industrial 

decline, in two deeply personal quests for revenge, closure  
and something like love. 

 
IN NEW YORK, Jersey girl Fannie crosses the Hudson River 

at the wheel of her elderly Toyota, bound for Wall Street, looking 
for love, and intent on revenge: love that has by-passed this 
unsettling, odd-looking heroine, her stiff carriage calculated not to 
dislodge her hair, combed carefully over one (glass) eye. And 
revenge for the twists of fortune that have thwarted her parents’ 
dreams – ordinary, working-class folks, their lives blighted by the 
subprime mortgage crisis and the closure of her father’s 
steelworks.  

IN LA SEYNE-SUR-MER, a former shipyard town on the 
Mediterranean, west of Toulon, modest retirees have replaced the 
proud industry of the past, while an ex-cop struggles to contain his 
demons, investigating a cold case – the death of his childhood 
friend – twenty years on.  

Two tales of ordinary lives at the mercy of speculators and 
the exploitative excesses of capitalism, told with Marcus Malte’s 
consummate flair for page-turning suspense, blunt realism and 
cold, calculated terror. 

(
!

!
(
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October!2014!

160!pages!

!

Two!stories!

!

 
Marcus Malte (b.1967) 
is widely compared to 
the stars of hard-boiled 
American crime fiction: 
Jim Thompson, David 
Goodis, Harry Crews. 
This latest volume brings 
two novellas confirming 
Malte as a master of 
brutal realism, violence 
and insightful sensitivity. 
Fannie and Freddie is a 
powerful new story from 
the author of La Part des 
Chiens, Les Harmoniques 
and the multi-award 
winning Garden of Love 
(winner of the 2008 
French ELLE Grand 
Prix for crime fiction). 
 

OTHER BOOKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR 
 

Le Garçon, Zulma, 2016 
Garden of Love, Zulma, 2007 

La part des chiens, Zulma, 2003 
And more information on demand…  

 
ALL RIGHTS AVAILABLE  
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MARCUS MALTE 

 
G A R D E N  O F  L O V E  

 
Between past and present, sanity and madness,  

brutality and Machiavellian cunning: a compelling thriller. 
 
 
ONE DAY, Alexandre Astrid receives an unsigned manuscript 
whose title is borrowed from William Blake, the English poet: 
Garden of Love. Even after a cursory read, Alex, a misfit cop, can 
see a disturbing, even uncanny account of his own life. Evoking 
the ‘dangerous liaisons’ of three friends from his youth, the 
mysterious, all-knowing author places the pawns in a game of 
manipulation. Alex is obliged to relive a turning point in his life: 
his clash with Edouard Dayms, a brilliant but unbalanced young 
man who wielded great influence on others. Alex then proceeds to 
do what he does best: he investigates, rummages, snoops. But in 
this investigation, he will be delving into(his own past. 
 
Marcus Malte creates a fascinating universe, both brutal and 
tender, exposing his characters’ innermost weaknesses. In Garden of 
Love, clashes between past and present, sanity and madness, sheer 
brutality and Machiavellian cunning abound, to the reader’s sheer 
delight. 

(
!
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January'2007,'320'pages'

70#000#copies#sold#

ELLE#magazine#Reader’s#
Prize#(thriller#category)#

English#sample#available#

TELERAMA 

‘A virtuoso composition, superbly complex and subtle, with a 
constant ambiguity of voices and events, a confusion of 
emotions, sexes, place and time, this dazzling book from 
Marcus Malte moves along a tightrope through light and 

shadow, redemption and fall…’ 
 

 
Marcus Malte (b.1967) 
is widely compared to 
the stars of hard-boiled 
American crime fiction: 
Jim Thompson, David 
Goodis, Harry Crews. 
This latest volume brings 
two novellas confirming 
Malte as a master of 
brutal realism, violence 
and insightful sensitivity. 
He was awarded with the 
Prix Femina in 2016 for 
his novel Le Garçon. 

RIGHTS SOLD IN: Greece (Opera), Turkey (Pupa), Vietnam  

(Les Éditions littéraires du Vietnam). 

 

OTHER BOOKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR 
 

Le Garçon, Zulma, 2016 
Fannie et Freddie, Zulma, 2014 
La Part des chiens, Zulma, 2003 

And more information on demand…  
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MARCUS MALTE 
 

L A  PA RT DE S  CHIE NS  
 

THE  DOG S ’  S HA RE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
ON E REMN AN T of Zodiak’s circus childhood: his chest bears a 
star map tattoed in black ink. And one other, the Polak who 
shadows him everywhere he goes. Both are searching for Sonia, 
the one woman, the shooting star.  
 
A road trip. And the journey's end: a vast villa, its bedrooms 
redolent of lust and death. 
 
But there are guard-dogs at the gates of hell. Zodiak - the seeker 
after purity, beauty, the Absolute - takes them on.  
 

(
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January!2003!+!320!pages!

!

Prix%Polar%dans%la%ville%2004%

 
Marcus Malte (b.1967) is 
widely compared to the stars 
of hard-boiled American crime 
fiction: Jim Thompson, David 
Goodis, Harry Crews. Malte is 
the author of La Part des Chiens, 
Les Harmoniques and the multi-
award winning Garden of Love 
(winner of the 2008 French 
ELLE Grand Prix for crime 
fiction). 
 

 
OTHER BOOKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR 

 
Le Garçon, Zulma, 2016 

Prix Femina 2016 
Fannie et Freddie, Zulma, 2014 
Garden of Love, Zulma, 2007 

Grand Prix des lectrices de Elle,  
catégorie policier 

La part des chiens, Zulma, 2003 
And more information on demand. 

 
ALL RIGHTS AVAILABLE 
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ABDELAZIZ BARAKA SAKIN 

 
L E  ME S S IE  DU DA RFOUR 

The Messiah of Darfur 
 
 
SHE IS  the only woman in Nyala, probably even in the whole of 
Sudan, to be called Abderahman. With a man’s forename, and a 
scar on her cheek – a mark of terrible beauty – Abderahman is 
the daughter-by-chance of her aunt Kharifiyya, a woman with 
no children, and a big heart, who took her in one market day, 
and asked her never to speak about the war. Yet Abderahman 
knows all about the war. Absolutely all there is to know. 
 
On another market day she meets Shikiri – a young idealist 
conscripted by force into the army – when he visits aunt 
Kharifiyya on leave. Joyously, in the blink of an eye, 
Abderahman makes him her husband. And very soon asks him 
to help her take revenge on the dreaded janjawid militias, by 
killing at least ten of their number.  
 
The Messiah of Darfur is the stirring story of an accidental warrior 
queen in a world of chaos, a tale of war and adventure, love and 
revenge, a novel with more than a touch of humour and magic 
in its pages. 

 
(

!
!

(

August!2016!

256!pages!

!

Shortlisted+for+the+First+
translated+novel+award+

Full+English+and+German+
translations+available++

+

Original!language:!Arabic!

(Sudan)!

!

 
BIOGRAPHY 

 
Abdelaziz Baraka Sakin was born in Sudan in 1963, to a family 
with roots in Darfur and neighbouring Chad. The author of 
seven novels and seven collections of short stories, he won the 
Al Tayeb Salih award for international creative writing in 2009.  
The Messiah of Darfur was first published in 2012, to immediate 
acclaim and instant censorship in Sudan. Stocks of the book 
were all destroyed, and Baraka Sakin went into exile in Austria, 
where he has now obtained political asylum. The novel 
continues to circulate clandestinely in Sudan, together with the 
rest of Sakin’s extraordinary oeuvre, beloved of Sudanese 
readers.  
 

 
ALL RIGHTS AVAILABLE 

Non edited English and German translations available. 
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Auður Ava Ólafsdóttir 
published her first work of 
fiction in 1998. Since then, four 
more novels have followed in 
its wake, as well as a poetry 
book. Ólafsdóttir’s work has 
attracted praise for its fresh 
perspective on everyday life. 
Rosa candida, published by 
Zulma in 2010, enjoyed 
universal critical acclaim.  

!

AUÐUR AVA ÓLAFSDÓTTIR 
 

ÖR  
(SCARS) 

 
Scars is the story of a shattered man who heads out into a 
shattered world with a drill as his weapon and, bit by bit, 

mends the things he finds on his path.  Undoubtedly one of 
Auður Ava’s best works with a pressing relevance  

to today’s society. 
 

Jónas Ebeneser is “on the edge of 49, male, divorced, heterosexual, 
powerless, with no sex life.” He is a handy DIY man with a 
compulsion to fix things. He’s recently discovered he is not the 
biological father of his daughter, Gudrun Waterlily, and as he 
continues to confide in the reader, we come to realise he has sunk 
into an existential crisis and lost his will to live. As he visits his 
demented mother in an old folk’s home, he secretly muses on 
how he might kill himself, pondering on what might be the right 
place and time.   
He seeks inspiration in the suicidees that have gone before him, 
figures of the stature of Hemingway and Virginia Woolf, and 
comes to realise that men and women opt for different suicide 
methods. He also discovers that most artists die considerably 
younger than him. 
To prevent his only daughter from discovering his body, Jónas 
decides it is best to die abroad. Packing the absolute minimum of 
clothes, he flies out of the country armed with little more than his 
tool box.  He lands in an unnamed country where the fumes of 
recently fought battles still hover in the air and the landscape is 
peppered with dangerous landmines. He books into the almost 
deserted Hotel Silence where he will get to know other people’s 
inner and external scars, and start to see his own suffering in a 
new light.  
As always, Auður Ava Ólafsdóttir’s writing possesses a gentle, 
poetic and subtly ironic touch in this novel about a man’s ability 
to regenerate himself and rediscover a sense a purpose through 
kindness even from the depths of despair. 

 
 

Original(language:(Icelandic(
(

Novembre(2016,(204(pages(
!

Full!English!translation!available!
!

Winner!of!the!Icelandic!Literary!
Prize!as!the!best!Icelandic!Novel!

of!2016.!
!

Winner!of!the!Icelandic!
Booksellers!Prize!in!2016.!

!

 
OTHER BOOKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR: 

 
Rosa candida, 2010, 400 000 copies sold in France 

Rights sold in 18 countries 
 

L’Embellie, 2012, 100 000 copies sold in France 
Rights sold in 12 countries 

 
L’Exception, 2014, 40 000 copies sold in France 

 
Le Rouge vif de la rhubarbe, 30 000 copies sold in France 

 
RIGHTS!SOLD!IN!ITALY!

(EINAUDI)!
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AUÐUR AVA ÓLAFSDÓTTIR 

 
ÖR /SCARS 

 
 

REVIEWS AND PRAISE 
 
 
 

 
“Scars is undoubtedly one of Auður Ava’s best works with a pressing 
relevance to today’s society.” 
(Fréttablaðið) 
 
 
“(This) work poses pertinent ethical questions about the value of 
human life. Scars is a story that everyone should read.” 
(Víðsjá Cultural Programme, Icelandic state television RÚV) 
 
 
“An intricate story that raises big questions. The author goes to the 
heart of humanity.”  
(Morgunblaðið) 
 
 
“A major adventure. Awfully well written work. A book with a really 
good message.” 
(Kiljan Literature show on Icelandic State Television - RÚV) 
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Auður Ava Ólafsdóttir 
published her first work of 
fiction in 1998. Since then, 
three more novels have 
followed in its wake, as well 
as a poetry book. 
Ólafsdóttir’s work has 
attracted praise for its fresh 
perspective on everyday life. 
Rosa candida, published by 
Zulma in 2010, enjoyed 
universal critical acclaim. 
Like the Livid Red of Rhubarb 
is her fisrt novel. 

!

 
AUÐUR AVA ÓLAFSDÓTTIR 

 

L E  ROUGE  V IF DE  L A  
RHUBA RBE 

THE RHUBARB GIRL 
 

A novel that shows Olafsdottir’s characteristic fascination 
with the physical or inner fragility of characters seeking to 

alter their private destinies with disarming naivety and 
incomparable grace. An enchanting expression of hope. 

 
AG UST INA M AKES her habitual descent to the beach, all alone, 
helped by her crutches and the strength of her arms, there to 
reflect on the inconstancy of life. Her mother – an emeritus 
professor with an interest in migratory species – left long ago to 
pursue her work on the other side of the world, entrusting 
Agustina to the care of Nina, a good woman with an interest in 
rhubarb jam, sheep’s blood sausage and other delicacies. And 
Vermandur, the DIY expert, her occasional substitute father, the 
very man who witnessed Agustina’s sudden entry into the world, 
when her (single) mother gave birth on the back seat of his elderly 
automobile. 
Beset by her inner life, Agustina shows a brave face, interfering 
cheerfully in the doings of her childlike, obdurate grown-ups, 
suffering the unkind intrusions of her classmates with feline grace, 
singing with her angel voice in an amateur band, rediscovering 
herself – angel or siren? – through the loving eyes of a boy her 
age.  
But Agustina has plans for a journey of her own – she longs to 
climb the Mountain, an arduous ascent that will give her the 
strength of heart and sheer grit she needs to accept her destiny. 
  

Original(language:(Icelandic(
(

August(2016,(160(pages(
(

20#000#copies#sold#
(

Full#English#translation#available#
#

Icelandic,#Italian#and#French#pdfs#
available#

#

 
OTHER BOOKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR: 

 
Rosa candida, 2010, 400 000 copies sold 

Rights sold in 18 countries 
 

L’Embellie, 2012, 100 000 copies sold  
Rights sold in 12 countries 

!
L’Exception, 2014, 40 000 copies sold 

Rights sold in 4 countries 

RIGHTS SOLD IN: 
 

Italy (Einaudi), Iceland (Bjartur), Latvia (Janis Roze) 

!
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PASCAL GARNIER 

 
L E S  HA UTS  DU BA S  

LOW HEIGHTS 
 

 
When an old retired man rediscover his lust for life through a 

series of deaths… Pascal Garnier invites us once again 
into his deliciously noir universe. 

 
 
 
 
Thérèse didn’t insist. Whatever he said, whatever he did, the old man 
would not dislodge the cheerful mood that had swelled her heart since 
waking. She felt the serene joy that comes with sudden happiness, like 
a windfall or a lottery jackpot. 
“What are you smiling about? ” 
“Nothing. It’s a lovely day. ” 
“Hm. It’s a never-ending lovely day in the Sahara but you don’t see 
the Bedouin chuckling like drains.” 
 
Overbearing and irascible, Edouard Lavenant has retired to the 
depths of the Drôme, in south-eastern France, with his lady 
companion Thérèse. The curious twosome spend much of their time 
watching the region’s vultures soar overhead. Slowly, imperceptibly, 
the old man is losing his memory. But when an epidemic of deaths 
brings a rising bodycount, Edouard Lavenant seems to rediscover his 
lust for life. 
!

RIGHTS SOLD IN: 
 

UK (worldrights) (Gallic Books) 

OTHER BOOKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR 
 

Cartons, Zulma, 2012 
Nul n’est à l’abri du succès, Zulma, 2012 

Les Insulaires et autres romans (noirs), Zulma, 2010 
Le Grand Loin, Zulma, 2010 

L’A26, Zulma, 2009 
Lune captive dans un oeil mort, Zulma, 2009 

La Théorie du panda, Zulma, 2008 
La Solution Esquimau, Zulma, 2006 

 

 
Pascal Garnier (1949-
2010), was a talented 
novelist, short story 
writer, children’s author 
and painter. Garnier’s 
work has been likened to 
the great thriller writer, 
Georges Simenon. 
(

October(2016,(192(pages(

!

English!text!available!
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PASCAL GARNIER 
 

L E S  H A U T S  D U  B A S  
LOW HEIGHTS 

 
 

REVIEWS & PRAISE 
 

 
“Deliciously dark […] painfully funny.” 

Marilyn Stasio, THE NEW YORK TIMES 
 
 
“Garnier leads his tragic ball without hitting a single wrong note, through 
clear, precise and sometimes even poetic style. A fearsome feat.” 

Olivier Delcroix, LE FIGARO 
 
 
“Garnier’s images, his coinage expressions, his often eccentric remarks 
submerge us in a baroque world. Full of surprises. Of twists and just as 
many quirky events.” 

André Rollin, LE CANARD ENCHAÎNÉ 
 
 
“Talent, tenderness: an author to follow closely.” 

François-Guillaume Lorrain, LE POINT 
 
 
“Only now working their way into English translation, Garnier's crime 
novels add significantly to the latest renaissance for this type of dark 
narrative.”  

PUBLISHERS WEEKLY 
 
 

“A brilliant exercise in grim and gripping irony, it makes you grin as well 
as wince. ”  

SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 
 
 
“ Bleak, often funny and never predictable.”  

THE OBSERVER 
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Prix%Louis%Guilloux%2016%
Prix%Littérature4Monde%2016%

Prix%Éthiophile%2016%
 

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
! !

MAKENZY ORCEL 

 
L ’OMBRE  A NIMA L E 

 

ANIMAL SHADOW 
!
!

After his acclaimed first novel Les Immortelles,  
Makenzy Orcel wrote a harsh and dazzling novel, held 

aloft by the breath of an incandescent verb. 
 
 
 
The narrator’s voice — a woman’s voice — climbs from the 

bottom of the abyss or from the deepest parts of the gut. It takes 
the form, free and powerful, of a heroine who comes from 
nothing. She speaks from the time before her death, before her 
people abandon her in a hopeless village in order to make it in the 
city…  

 
First there is You, the mother, a machine of endurance and 

action. Then Makenzy, the father who is worse than damned. And 
Orcel, the mute brother who stands before the ocean, waiting to 
forget the man he saw being decapitated one terrible night. There 
is also the Emissary of God and his infernal bacchanals, the 
teacher… not to mention the expelled angels who now roam as 
Wolves around the village…  

 
 
 

 
Makenzy Orcel was born 
in Port-au-Prince in 1983. 
He is considered to be one 
of the most promising 
authors of the new literary 
generation in Haïti. After!Les'
Immortelles,! his! acclaimed!
first! novel! that! was!
recognized! by! SGDL’s! Thyde!
Monnier! prize,! Orcel! returns!
with!the!masterful!The'Bestial'
Shadow.!
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OT HER BO OKS  BY TH E SAM E AUT HO R 

 
Les Immortelles (2012) 
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MAKENZY ORCEL 

 
L ’ O M B R E  A N I M A L E  

ANIMAL SHADOW 
 

REVIEWS AND PRAISE 
!
!
 
 
“Makenzy Orcel, 32 years old, is modeling a singular works, both 
captivating and topsy-turvy.” 

Emilie Rabaté, Libération 
 
 
“A bewitching story between raging cry and lyrical song.” 

Sean J. Roze, Livres hebdo 
 
 
“Makenzy Orcel’s language is a burning poetry; it goes from the shadow 
to the light, from the visible to the invisible, from the body to the spirit, 
from the violence to the ecstasy.” 

Marie Chaudey, La Vie 
 
 
“Makenzy Orcel is a poet who transforms this remote village in the place 
of a saga narrated by a powerful and cadenced language. ” 

Alain Nicolas, L’Humanité 
 
 
 “An ambitious and masterly novel.” 

Librairie M’Lire (Laval)!
 
 
About Les Immortelles: “Poetic writing that blazes very, very high.” 

David Fontaine, Le Canard enchaîné 
 

!
 
 
!

 
!



Editions(Zulma,(18,(rue(du(Dragon,(75006(Paris,(France(
Contact:(Amélie(Louat(–(amelie.louat@zulma.fr(

(

  

 
HUBERT HADDAD 

 
CORPS  DÉ S IRA BL E 

A DESIRABLE BODY 
 

Hubert Haddad’s latest novel explores a fascinating ‘corpus’ 
of ideas. Famous neurosurgeon Sergio Canavero prepares to 
carry out an unprecedented transplant: grafting one man’s 

head onto the body of another…  
 

Militant journalist Cédric Alleyn-Weberson wages open war on Big 
Pharma and the world of high finance. Wholly, passionately, 
erotically in love with his girlfriend Lorna, their idyll is torn apart 
when Cedric suffers an accident and confronts the brutal shock of 
finding himself paralysed from the neck down. The infernal, 
inexorable machinery of plot shudders into life.  
 
Corps désirable (‘A desirable body’) is a novel of sustained suspense, 
couched in luminous, captivating prose that invites us to savour its 
characters’ subtlest, most intimate impulses and sensations – 
haunting questions of love, the physical manifestation of desire, 
and the illusion of identity.   
 
Hubert Haddad’s searing narrative tackles a spectrum of 
contemporary ethical and existential issues – the excesses of 
science, the quest for identity – taking fictional realism to its 
furthest extremes.      

 
Corps désirable (from the author of Palestine and Le Peintre d’éventail) is 
Haddad at his absorbing, challenging best – a quintessential work 
reflecting his trademark harnessing of the powers of the 
imagination to capture the complexities and ambiguities of the age. 
 
  

Poet, novelist, art 
historian, playwright and 
essayist, Hubert Haddad, 
born in Tunis in 1947, has 
written a vast selection of 
works. Although diverse, 
they are clearly unified in 
their inspiration and their 
constant drawing on the 
extraordinary resources of 
the imagination.  

(
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OTHER BOOKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR: 
 

Mā, 2015 
Théorie de la vilaine petite fille, Zulma, 2014 

Le Peintre d’éventail, Zulma, 2013 
Opium Poppy, Zulma, 2011 

L’Univers, Zulma, 2009 
Palestine, Zulma, 2007 

…  

 

RIGHTS SOLD IN 
English world rights except India (Yale University Press), 

Tamil rights (Kalachuvadu Publications) 
 
(
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HUBERT HADDAD 
 

C O R P S  D É S I R A B L E  
A DESIRABLE BODY 

 
REVIEWS & PRAIZE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“The reader lives this experience of a world of dreams and speculations, 
until reaching its furthest implications.” 

Eric Chevillard, LE MONDE 
 
 
“We expected Frankenstein’s spectrum but in stead here comes the 
shadows of Kafka and Charlot.” 

Pierre Benetti, LA QUINZAINE LITTÉRAIRE 
 
 
“A fascinating and Romanesque subject that drives truth-fiction into its very 
last entrenchments.” 

ELLE ORIENTAL 
 
 
“Hubert Haddad anticipated an extravagant story with a thriller’s pace.” 

Jean-Claude Perrier, LIVRES HEBDO 
 
 
“A novel of nail-biting suspense, with a hero becoming some sort of clinical 
monster confronting the interrogations of our times – tossed into a race of 
sorcerer’s apprentices.” 

Yves Viollier, LA VIE 
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JEAN-MARIE BLAS DE ROBLÈS 

 

L ’ ÎL E  DU POINT NÉ MO 
POINT NEMO ISLA ND 

 
A rollicking adventure exploring the past, future and limits of 

popular narrative, technology and the human imagination.  
 

L’Île du Point Némo transports us to the familiar, fantastical world 
of Sherlock Holmes, Jules Verne and steampunk universe. And 
when a French cigar factory, proud bastion of the Caribbean 
tradition of reading aloud to its workers, is threatened by plans for 
an e-reader assembly plant, we suspect there may be more to this 
tall tale than meets the eye. 
Blas de Roblès crafts a multi-layered adventure, revelling in its 
literary sources while reflecting on popular narrative, technology 
and the human imagination. 
Robbed of the Anankè diamond, Scots aristocrat Lady MacRae 
sets out with Martial Canterel (a rich opium addict) and 
investigator John Shylock Holmes to pursue an evil suspect aboard 
the Transsiberian Express and a host of other conveyances, real or 
imagined. A colourful supporting cast includes the sexually 
challenged Dieumercie Bonacieux ('Lordamercy Goodheaven') and 
his inventive bride Carmen, drawn with Rabelaisian clarity and 
detail... 
With rich metaphor and astonishing lexical precision, the text 
explores the constraints of word play and language itself. Joyce, 
Bradbury, Philip K. Dick, Burroughs, Farmer and William Gibson 
are invited to the feast. 

August&2014,&464#pages&

English(text(available(
&

35(000(copies(sold(
&

By&the&author&of&
Là#où#les#tigres##
sont#chez#eux,&

Prix(Médicis(2008 
 

 

Born in 1954 in Sidi-Bel-
Abbès, Jean-Marie Blas 
de Roblès is a cultured 
traveller and a field 
archaeologist specialized in 
the Libyan deserts. 

With his characteristic style 
and narrative flair, Blas de 
Roblès, brilliant story-teller 
already revealed by Là où 
les tigres sont chez eux, brings 
us a jubilatory, epic 
adventure, enjoyable on a 
bewildering mille-feuille of 
literary levels. 

RIGHTS SOLD IN: 
 

USA (Open Letter - English worldrights) 
Germany (S. Fischer Verlag), The Netherlands (Nieuw 

Amsterdam), Greece (Polis) and Czech Republic (Host). 
 

OTHER BOOKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR 
La Mémoire de riz, Zuma, 2011 

Prix de la nouvelle de l’Académie française 

La Montagne de Minuit, Zulma, 2010 

Là où les tigres sont chez eux, Zulma, 2008 
Prix du Roman Fnac, Prix Giono and Prix Médicis 2008 
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JEAN-MARIE BLAS DE ROBLÈS 

 
L ’ Î L E  D U  P O I N T  N É M O  

POINT NEMO ISLAND 
 

REVIEWS AND PRAISE 
 

 
 
“Jean-Marie Blas de Roblès offers a hymn to the great adventure novels of 
the past. In so doing, he achieves (what ought to be) the ambition of every 
writer truly confident of his or her powers: Blas de Roblès draws his 
readers into a kind of familiar strangeness, confronting us on a sudden 
with the world not at all as we have come to know it, but right there 
before us as if for the very first time.” 

Florent Georgesco, LE MONDE  
 
“A picaresque Leviathan of a novel, a blend of Jules Verne, Alexandre 
Dumas, Conan Doyle, Agatha Christie, Melville, and Defoe, with a dash of 
the Arabian Nights, and more.” 

Patrick Grainville, LE FIGARO  
 

“Mind-blowing.” 
André Rollin, LE CANARD ENCHAÎNÉ 

 
 
“A one-of-a-kind author, god-gifted conjurer and genius illusionist.” 

Nicolas Ungemuth, 
LE FIGARO MAGAZINE 

 
 
“It’s extravagant, plentiful and wild.” 
 

Claire Julliard, LE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR 
 
“An explosive novel signed by Jean-Marie Blas de Roblès. Following in 
Dumas, Verne and Doyle’s footsteps.” 

Marianne Payot, L’EXPRESS 
 
“A stunningly rich creation, such as we hadn’t seen in a long time; a lesson 
of imagination and a vigorously conducted construction.” 

Yves Viollier, LA VIE 
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* Jean-Marie Blas de Roblès * 
 

L’ÎLE DU POINT NÉMO 
+ 35 000 copies sold 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: USA (English world rights / Open Letter), Czech Republic (Host), Germany (Fischer), 
Greece (Polis), The Netherlands (Nieuw Amsterdam). 

 
* Boubacar Boris Diop * 

 

MURAMBI, LE LIVRE DES OSSEMENTS   
English text available  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: Germany (Hamouda), Italy (E/O), Spain (Wanafrica), USA (worldrights) (Indiana 
University Press), Slovenia (Zalozba/*cf). 
 

* Pascal Garnier * 
 

NEW! English world rights of Les Hauts du bas sold to Gallic Books! 

NEW! Turkish rights sold for Lune captive dans un oeil mort to Kafka Kitap! 
 

LA SOLUTION ESQUIMAU 
English text available 
RIGHTS SOLD IN UK (worldrights) (Gallic Books) 

 
TROP PRÈS DU BORD 
English text available 
RIGHTS SOLD IN UK (worldrights) (Gallic Books) 

 
LA PLACE DU MORT 
English text available 
RIGHTS SOLD IN UK (worldrights) (Gallic Books) 
Audiovisual rights under option 

 
COMMENT VA LA DOULEUR? 
English text available 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: Spain (Alba Editorial), Italy (ISBN Edizioni), Poland (Claroscuro), UK (worldrights) 

 
RECENTLY SOLD 

!

FRENCH LITERATURE 
!
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(Gallic Books) 
 

LA THÉORIE DU PANDA 
English text available 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: Croatia (Edicije Božičević), Germany (BTB), Japan (Kindai Bungei Sha), UK 
(worldrights) (Gallic Books), Taiwan (Crown publishing). 
 

 
* Hubert Haddad * 

 
CORPS DÉSIRABLE 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: USA (English world rights except India) (Yale University Press), India (Tamil 
language) 
 

MĀ  
RIGHTS SOLD IN Italy (Ponte Alle Grazie). 

 
THÉORIE DE LA VILAINE PETITE FILLE 
English text available 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: USA (English worldrights – Open Letter), Spain (Demipage), Poland (W.A.B.). 

 
LE PEINTRE D’ÉVENTAIL 
+ 30 000 copies sold 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: Croatia (Edicije Božičević), Italy (Ponte Alle Grazie). 

 
OPIUM POPPY  

English text available 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: India (English Indian rights) (Social Science Press), Spain (Demipage), Ukraine (Folio). 

 
PALESTINE 
English text available 
+ 60 000 copies sold 
Prix des Cinq Continents de la Francophonie 2008; Prix Renaudot Poche 2009. 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: Canada (English worldrights – Guernica), Germany (Nautilus), Greece (Utopia), Italy 
(Il Maestrale), Lebanon (Al-Kamel Verlag), Portugal (Quetzal), Spain (Demipage), Turkey (Pupa), Ukraine 
(Folio). 
Audiovisual rights under option 
 
 

* Marcus Malte * 
 
LE GARÇON 
Sample English translation available 
+ 65 000 copies sold 
Prix Femina 2016 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: Italy (Fazi), Greece (Opera) / OFFERS IN THE USA AND CHINA 
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GARDEN OF LOVE 
Sample English translation available 
+ 60 000 copies sold 
Prix des lectrices de Elle  2007 (catégorie policier) 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: Greece (Opera), Turquie (Kalem), Vietnam (Les editions littéraires du Vietnam). 
Option in Italy. 
 

 
* Makenzy Orcel * 

 

LES IMMORTELLES 
English sample available 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: India (English Indian rights) (Under the Peapal Tree). 
 

 
 
 

FOREIGN LITERATURE 
 
 

* Auður Ava Ólafsdóttir * (Iceland) 
 

LE ROUGE VIF DE LA RHUBARBE 
English text available 
+ 25 000 copies sold 
 
NEW! RIGHTS SOLD IN LATVIA (JANIS ROZE) 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: Italy (Einaudi), Iceland (Bjartur). 

 
L’EXCEPTION 
+ 40 000 copies sold in France 
English sample available 
NEW! RIGHTS SOLD IN SWEDEN (SVANTE WEYLER FÖRLAG) 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: Denmark (Batzer & co), Italy (Einaudi), Spain (Alfaguara), Iceland (Bjartur). 

 
L’EMBELLIE  
English text available 
+ 100 000 copies sold 
 
NEW! RIGHTS SOLD IN TURKEY (PINHAN) / OFFER IN ISRAEL 
RIGHTS SOLD IN 12 COUNTRIES: Germany (Surhkamp/Insel), Iceland (Bjartur), Italy (Einaudi), Norway 
(Pax Forlag), South Korea (Jae Seung Book), The Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), Portugal (Marcador), Spain 
(Alfaguara), UK (English worldrights) (Pushkin Press), USA (Grove Atlantic), Arabic language (Ninawa 
Publishing). 
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ROSA CANDIDA 
English text available 
Shortlisted for the Prix Femina 2010; Shortlisted for the Grand Prix des lectrices de Elle 2011.  
+ 400 000 copies sold  
 
NEW! RIGHTS SOLD IN MACEDONIA! (Antolog) / OFFER IN CHINA 
RIGHTS SOLD IN 17 COUNTRIES: Brazil (Alfaguara), Bulgaria (Colibri), Croatia (Ljevak), Czech Republic 
(Albatros Media), English worldrights (Amazon Crossing), Germany (Suhrkamp), Iceland (Bjartur), Italy 
(Einaudi), Latvia (Janis Roze), Norway (Pax), Portugal (Marcardor), Romania (Trei), Spain (Alfaguara), 
Slovaquia (Slovart), Taiwan (Aquarius) and Sweden (Svante Weyler Förlag), 

 

  


